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Surrey County Bridge Association
eNewsletter #4 December 2011
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· South West London Congress

· Success in the Gold for a mainly Surrey team by Peter Lee
· 2011-2012 hall of fame
Outreach to Affiliated Clubs
This year we have organised two new events to improve our outreach to the Affiliated Clubs. The first of these was the Club Pairs Challenge with heats being held during August and the final at Woking in early October. This event was well supported with 22 Clubs running heats and a 40 pair final which was won by Peggy Griffin & Rob Simpson representing the Wimbledon Bridge Club. As Peggy also won the Dorin Salver this year, I think she deserves our heartiest congratulations.

 The second event was the Club Chairman`s Pairs which was held at Woking in late October. For this event the Chairmen of each Affiliated Club were invited to participate together with the SCBA committee. A total of 23 clubs took part and we enjoyed a pleasant session of bridge either side of a light lunch, during which there was an opportunity to discuss how the committee could help clubs promote bridge in their area. The event was won by Julia Brough & Steve Bourton, with the inevitable Peggy Griffin finishing a close second.

The committee feels that these two events have been a great success and hope that next year even more of our 48 Affiliated Clubs will feel able to participate. Clubs are the lifeblood of our organisation and we wish to do everything we can to include your views in our planning, so please feel free to make any comments or suggestions regarding County Bridge, either to myself or one of the other SCBA committee members. We are aware of some disquiet about venues for County events and will discuss this at our next Committee meeting.

The next County event to be held in Clubs is the Surrey Simultaneous Pairs which will take place during the week 20-24 February 2012. This is a charity event, in which I hope all the clubs will participate. This year the chosen charity is the Rainbow Trust, which is based in Leatherhead, and provides emotional and practical support to families who have a child with a life threatening or terminal illness.

Within the District Training Centre initiative, an Advanced Pairs Seminar has recently been held at Wimbledon Bridge Club to provide instruction for top club players who have ambitions to play at county level. The two session event was run by Heather Dhondy and covered pairs tactics, analysis and instruction. It was well supported, with 36 people attending, and much enjoyed by the participants. A further seminar on team tactics is being held on 8 January, by Frances Hinden, who has just won the Gold Cup, and another seminar is being planned for 29 April.

Enjoy your bridge, and please come along and support our County events.

Graham Davison

President

News in brief

· Tollemache. The Surrey team easily qualified for the prestigious final of the Tollemache Cup (the top event for County teams of eight) by coming a close 2nd to Middlesex (by 1.5VPs). Our team was Peter Lee/Bob Rowlands, Ken Ford/Ian Swanson, Martin Garvey/Cameron Small, Frances Hinden/Graham Osborne, Jeffery Allerton/Mike Scoltock and NPC Peter Bentley. We have also heard that 3 of the team had been selected for the England Open team to play in the next Camrose - Jeffery Allerton, Frances Hinden & Graham Osborne.
· Champions Cup at Young Chelsea in October. Our team of Jane Green, Tim Green, Jane Morton & Rob Cookson came third equal.

· In October Christine Dyer, Norma Macmillan, Andrew Barnett and Tony Heatley won the EBU Overseas Congress Pivot Teams Competition in Kos.
· In November 2011 representing Surrey in the Sussex Chairman’s cup were Bob McRobert and Arun Suri came second.

· December 11th – Peter Lee’s team (Peter Lee, John Howard, Frances Hinden, Jeffrey Allerton, Graham Osborne, Andy Bowles) which includes 4 Surrey players wins the BGB Gold Cup.
The 2012 calendar

Print it out, take it to your club and find yourself a partner for each event...!!!

Please note change of venue for the County Pairs.

	January 2012
	

	Sun
	08
	Advanced Team Tactics
	Wimbledon

	Sun
	15
	Affiliated teams of 8
	Richmond

	Sun
	29
	County Mixed pairs
	Old Woking

	February 2012

	Fri-Sun
	3-5
	SW London Congress
	Wimbledon/Richmond

	Sun
	12
	Newcomer & 30K pairs
	Old Woking

	Sun
	19
	County Pairs Cup & Plate
	Wimbledon

	Mon-Fri
	20-24
	Surrey Simultaneous pairs
	Clubs

	Sun
	26
	Newcomer & 30K teams
	Old Woking

	March 2012
	

	Sun
	4
	Bourne Swiss Teams
	Bourne

	Fri
	9
	Schools Cup
	Cranmore School

	April 2012
	

	Fri
	20
	Golf-Bridge Cup
	West Byfleet

	May 2012
	

	Sun
	6
	Princess Alice Hospice Swiss teams
	Esher

	Sun
	13
	Mary Edwards (Club pairs champions)
	Wimbledon

	June 2012
	

	Sun
	10
	Surrey & Novice League finals
	Old Woking

	Sun
	17
	Wanborough Cup (Club teams champions)
	Wimbledon

	Sun
	24
	Swiss Pairs (B Flight)
	Wimbledon

	July 2012
	

	Sun
	15
	Swiss pairs & AGM
	Old Woking


For more information on events go to the SCBA web site (www.surreycountybridge.org.uk) and click on Events.
The County Pairs is green pointed. The top 5 pairs are eligible to be entered by the SCBA in the EBU inter-county pairs competition the Reg. Corwen. The top 2 pairs will also have their entry fee paid by SCBA. If any of the top five cannot go, the committee may choose to invite other pairs from the County Pairs ranking list to take their place. To see who has been sponsored by SCBA recently, and how they have done go to www.surreycountybridge.org.uk/CountyFocus.php.
The Schools Cup will once again be played at Cranmore School on Friday 9th March. If you would like to help teach bridge at schools, or help start a bridge club at a local school, or help out at Cranmore this year, please contact Bomi Kavarana on 01737 812767.

District Training Centres

District Training Centres are now up and running across the county with sessions and seminars for all levels of players so you have somewhere where you can improve your bridge.
We would like to encourage good club players wishing to improve their game to sign up for a seminar on Advanced Teams Tactics being held at Wimbledon Bridge Club on Sunday 8, January. entry form This seminar will include one session of play, which will be scored using cross imps, and one session of analysis during which Frances Hinden will share her insight into how to improve one’s game from a good club standard to county level and above. Please sign up with a partner or notify us if you are seeking a partner. 

A further advanced seminar will take place at Wimbledon Bridge Club on Sunday 29, April. Details will be announced in due course.
Club players who have not experienced a Surrey event are invited to play in Newcomer Pairs or 30K Pairs in February. Club / Intermediate players will have a chance to experience playing in a two session Swiss Pairs event at Wimbledon Bridge Club on Sunday 24, June. This friendly and fun event aims to help our players build the confidence necessary to enter the Surrey Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams events in September.
Surrey’s beginners and improvers are well catered for by District Training Centres which offer teachers a fantastic way of introducing their students to club play. Wimbledon Bridge Club offers Coffee and Cake/Social Supervised Sessions on Mondays at 1:30, Wine and Cheese Gentle/Novice Sessions on Wednesdays at 7:00 and Supervised Duplicates on Thursdays at 10:00. Beginners and Improvers who wish to Learn & Play in a team can attend a monthly teams’ session at 3 Counties Bridge in Churt/Farnham. For further details go to www.3countiesbridge.com 

If you want/need additional training/instruction in Surrey please contact Douglas Wright on 07801 989630
Passing the baton

Earlier this year, our long standing treasurer – Malcolm Curtis – retired from SCBA. He will be greatly missed on the committee. We have been lucky that Mike Clements has stepped into his shoes.

We are also sad to say goodbye to Alison Williams who has been a very good secretary to SCBA. But, she has decided to move to Dorset, where she will no doubt soon be a leading light in all things bridge. We are though, delighted to say ‘hello’ to Winnie Morley who has kindly agreed to take on this challenging role. Yes – that’s Winnie wife to leading TD Neil, who many of you will have met when she has been scorer at the SCBA green pointed week-ends.

Talking about the committee – which I was, we are looking for someone who likes to talk. We really would like someone who would be interested in joining the communications sub-committee. Our focus is on communication with clubs and members, and development of bridge within the County. If you are interested then please contact our chairman Mac his email address is: jan317@btinternet.com.

South West London Congress – 4th & 5th February

Richmond & Wimbledon Bridge clubs are proud to present their fourth annual South West London bridge congress

	Saturday 4th February - 1.30 pm

Swiss Teams played at Richmond

7 X 7 board matches Director Martin Lee

Australian style using Bridgemates

1st Place Prize Money: £200.00

Smaller prizes for 2nd & 3rd

Entry £12.00 a person £48.00 a team
	Sunday 5th February – 1.30 pm

Swiss Pairs played at Wimbledon

Current round scoring 7 X 7 board matches

Directed by Neil Morley

1st Place Prize Money: £120.00

Smaller prizes for 2nd & 3rd

Entry £10.00 a person £20.00 a pair


For further details and to download an entry form, please go to either www.richmondbridgeclub.com or  www.wimbledonbridgeclub.co.uk or call Marietta on 07887 781997

Success in the Gold Cup for a mainly Surrey team
On 10th and 11th December in Peebles my team (myself and Jeffrey Allerton, Frances Hinden and Graham Osborne of Surrey, and also John Howard and Andy Bowles) had a notable success as the only amateur (non-sponsored) team in the last four.  In the semi-final we played the team sponsored by Simon Gillis, consisting of him, an ex-World Champion (Zia Mahmood), another world class player (Gunnar Hallberg) and three other very strong players (Robert Sheehan, Phil King, and Fridrich Björnlund), but no real established partnerships, winning by 15 imps.  We were 26 imps up going into the last set, and very happy to make 2 ♠ doubled on the first board of it!

The final was against the team sponsored by Alexander Allfrey, which included the two best known English players, Andrew Robson, the Times correspondent, who played with Allfrey, and Tony Forrester, the Telegraph correspondent, as well as past winners Peter Crouch and Derek Patterson and international David Gold,.  
The following hands are from the final.

Hand 6
	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	J9
10

AKJ986432

A
	
	
	Dir:
S
Vul:
E-W

	♠
♥
♦
♣
	72
KQ762

Q7

10987
	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	K1065
J43

105

K532
	

	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	AQ843
A985

QJ64
	
	
	


We gained 11 imps rather fortunately on this hand from the first set, when North had this monster opposite a 1♠ opener.  In a bygone era, before the days of Roman Key Card Blackwood, the sequence would have been 1♠ - 4NT - 5♥ (2 aces) – 5NT - 6♣ (no Kings) - 6♦.  In the days of super science, Robson and Allfrey bid to 6♦ by the short hand (!), while Howard and Bowles bid to 7♦ from the long hand.  On a heart lead, there was nothing to the play.  However, there is an interesting choice of plays on a spade lead.  Clearly spade finesse is simple and works in practice, and is probably the choice against top level players who are quite likely to hold the King in this position.  However against your average player, who is nervous of under leading Kings at the best of times, and certainly in a grand slam, there is an alternative line, not readily apparent.  Suppose you exchange the King and seven of spades in the diagram.  Win the lead, cross to the club Ace and run the trumps.  With one trump left the position is
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♥
♦
♣
	J
10

2

-
	
	
	

	♠
♥
♦
♣
	K
K2

-

-
	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	-
J4

-

K
	

	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	-
A9

-

Q
	
	
	


Now the last trump squeezes East out of his heart guard, and when South pitches the club, also squeezes West out of his heart guard.

Board 55

	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	A98
A53

KJ9

K1076
	
	
	Dir:
S
Vul:
Both

	♠
♥
♦
♣
	K1052
J1076

A5

Q84
	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	QJ4
Q

Q107643

J32
	

	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	763
K9842

82

A95
	
	
	


This part score amused me considerably.  Forrester (North) opened 1NT (15-17) and played in 2♥ after a transfer by Gold.  Jeffrey led the spade Queen.  Forrester ducked the first round, won the second and exited with a spade.  Jeffrey won the third round and switched to a diamond to my Ace, and I returned a diamond to Forrester’s King.  At this stage, the hand can be made double-dummy by playing Ace of trumps, and a trump to the eight end playing me.  However, he played a diamond, ruffed low and over ruffed.  At this point, I played the 13th spade, and Forrester can now get out for one off by ruffing in hand, pitching a club from dummy.  However, he discarded a club from his hand, and Jeffrey ruffed with the Queen, promoting my trumps.  Again Forrester can simply discard a club for one off, but he over ruffed with the King.  The play now went heart 9, 10, Ace, discard.  Forrester exited with a trump and when I cashed my winning trumps we reached a three card ending with everyone known to have clubs.  If I exit with a low club, Forrester has no choice of plays and will make the rest.  But I had read my text books and exited smoothly with the club Queen to give him a losing option.  Playing me to have QJ of clubs, when I might have played the Jack (and perhaps for me not to be up to playing the Queen from Qxx?!) he finessed into Jeffrey’s Jack for 2 off, in the other room, after a 1♦ opener by West (Precision, yuk!) East West ended in 2♠-1, for 7 imps to us.

Apart from the 9 card diamond suit, long suits abounded, especially in the second half of the final.  On hand 33, North (Crouch) opened 5♣ with ♠6 ♥6 ♦K4 ♣KQJ1095432 and Jeffrey ventured at 5♥ at love all with ♠Q8752 ♥AK5432 ♦75 ♣-, as they did at the other table.  While this may well work, on this occasion South (Patterson) greeted it with a double with ♠AKJ1094 ♥Q987 ♦J6 ♣A. With double-dummy play and defence it might go for 800, but in fact it went for 1100 in our room and 500 in theirs.  A more cautious pass would have led me to bid 5♦ with ♠3 ♥J10 ♦AQ109832 ♣876, for -300 only, a good save with 5♣ on.

On the very next hand I held ♠- ♥7 ♦K953 ♣AQ1097642 ending in a flat 400 in 5♣.  After a few more examples, the final distributional freak was hand 59, in the last set.

Hand 59
	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	Q10943
5

1065432

K
	
	
	Dir:
S
Vul:
None

	♠
♥
♦
♣
	65
AQ73

A1086432
	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	AK2
K1094

AQ98

J7
	

	
	
	♠
♥
♦
♣
	J87
J862

KJ7

Q95
	
	
	


The auction went 1♣ (natural or 15+ balanced) by me as West.  Allfrey overcalled 1♠, Jeffrey doubled and when I bid 3♥ over 2♠ drove 6♥ via Roman Key Card Blackwood.  They led a spade, I won and played a heart to the Queen and a heart to the King.  The problem now is that playing a club to the Ace and to the Jack fails.  South can win and play the Jack of hearts now, or later when I play the ten, and my club suit is dead.  As this is also a defence when clubs are 2-2, I played the heart ten now.  Robson covered.  Had he ducked, I would have played the last round of trumps to hand and ducked a club, making if clubs are 2-2 or if North holding Kxx or Qxx mistakenly rises (unlikely).  I now played the fourth trump and played the Jack of clubs.  Robson (who still had little idea of my shape) covered!  I ducked and, joy of joys, the King appeared on my left, so I made +980.  Had he ducked I would have had to finessed the ten to make.  Not clear!  In the other room, with no opposition bidding and the contract also 6H, Patterson laid down the club Ace before touching trumps. When the King fell, he played for the hand short in clubs to be long in hearts and rather unluckily went one off, so we gained 14 imps. As we started the last eight 41 imps up, I felt the match was over, and though Crouch and Patterson brought home some thin games we missed, we still had 26 imps at the end.

	This was the second win for myself, Frances and Jeffrey, and the first for our team mates Graham, John and Andy.
The 2011-2012 hall of fame so far….
Competition

Players

Club Pairs Challenge

Peggy Griffin & Rob Simpson

Dorin Salver

Peggy Griffin & Chris Pullan (Bookham)

Senior Pairs

Bob McRobert & Liz Phillips

Ladies Pairs
Peggy Griffin & Peggy Moir
Mens Pairs

Steve Irwin & Terry Cherrett


	


The next newsletter
The next newsletter will be coming out in March 2012. If you would like to have anything put into this then please let me know, my email address is webmanager@surreycountybridge.org.uk. It could be an interesting hand, something about your club, your pet likes and dislikes …
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