Rosemary Fellows
17.4.49 – 4.11.11

Selsdon BC has lost one of its longest serving members.   Rosemary was introduced to bridge by her husband, Roger, in their courting days.   She quickly demonstrated a natural ability at the game and became a fine intuitive player. She and Roger joined the Selsdon club when they moved to Sanderstead in 1974, and in 2003, Rosemary became only the fourth member in the Club’s long history to have won all six of the Club’s Championship events.    In 1990, playing with her best friend Annette Roberts, she won the National Women’s Pairs with three over-60% sessions and an International appearance followed.   She was also active in Surrey competitions, winning the Aileen Filose (Ladies pairs) competition with Denny Wade on, it is believed, two occasions.
She displayed what was, to most of us, a remarkably quick recall for hands. After a bridge session, someone would start a post mortem with something like: “You hold: A to four; Q 10 to five; A x; doubleton small” and Rosemary would usually be the first to say “Oh, that one” although frequently she wouldn’t have held the hand herself.

Rosemary was also an organiser ‘par excellence’ - for more than 20 years she was the king-pin of the Monday Club’s twice a year bridge weekends, juggling room requirements and special needs, and taking in her stride last minute additions and cancellations with cheerful efficiency.
She was determined and could be stubborn, but she was always wonderfully caring, generous to a fault and fiercely loyal to her close friends.   At the bridge table, she was invariably charming to partners and opponents alike and epitomised the ‘best behaviour’ ethic.

It was a testament to the high regard in which she was held that at her funeral service, the 160-seater chapel was so full that a number had to stand.   It was estimated that we could easily have drummed up a 30 table bridge event afterwards!

Those closest to her feel privileged to have known her and we will all miss her dreadfully.
